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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVES FUNDING FOR MLK
HOSPITAL

Moving forward with construction of the new Martin Luther King Jr. Community Hospital
in Willowbrook, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday approved
$29 million to complete the County’s share of construction work on the facility within the
next 60 to 90 days.

After the construction of hospital, which is 92 percent complete, is finished, the staffing
and equipping of the facility will begin; the hospital is expected to open in early 2015.
Workers will be on site, working overtime and on weekends to meet the Oct. 31
deadline to complete construction of the hospital. The adjacent Outpatient Center is
also near completion and is scheduled to open April, 2014.

After the board vote, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Chairman Mark Ridley-
Thomas emphasized that the hospital, part of an entire medical complex with a focus
on preventive care in addition to inpatient services, will be a model of cutting edge care
for the region and the nation.

“We're making wonderful progress, and | really think it's important to understand that
this is more than a hospital,” he said. “This is an entire medical campus that’s in the
works. And if it takes a little more time to get more than what was anticipated, | can live
with that. But it will not be second rate health care for the people of this portion of our
county. It will be as good as it can possibly get. That's why we’re taking care to build a
first-rate, 21st century medical village.”



The funding pays for such necessary items as bringing utilities up to seismic codes,
replacing structural floor slabs and rebuilding deteriorating sewer pipes—all issues that
came to light as workers began renovating the 40-year-old structure.

The board, which approved of the motion brought by Chairman Mark Ridley-Thomas,
was approved 4-0.
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